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Only Lloyd George remained obdurate and dumb, as with
flashing eyes he cast contemptuous glances at the associates
who had not only betrayed him, their leader, but also the
sacred cause for which they were fighting* The thrashing
which he administered afterwards to his weak-kneed brother
is remembered by the latter with terror down to this day,
As for Lloyd George, he was deprived of the good-conduct
prize which was to have come to him* But the rebellion
had accomplished its object: never again were Noncon-
formist pupils asked to make public recital of Creed or
Catechism at that school*
A boy of such marked promise as Lloyd George had
proved himself to be would have been eagerly welcomed
into the ministry of the Church* In those days practically
the only door through which a poor boy in a village school
could pass into the professions was that of a pupil-teacher-
ship, leading afterwards to Holy orders; and schoolmasters
and inspectors were always on the look-out for talented
recruits. One of Lloyd George's contemporaries at Llanys-
tumdwy school, a chapel boy like himself, ended his days
as a much-respected canon* Another boy, son of a small
farmer not far away, lived to be one of the best-known of
Welsh bishops. For ordinary parents the temptation to
advance their children in this, the only possible way, was
very great* But needless to say, compliance never for a
moment suggested itself to the sturdy character of Richard
Lloyd* Better that " Davy " should make boots with his
Nonconformist principles unsullied, than that he should
force the gates of Lambeth Palace a renegade and a traitor
to the faith of his fathers, Lloyd George himself always
retained considerable contempt for those among his school-
fellows who had bartered their religious convictions for
worldly advancement; and he could sometimes give biting
utterance to his feelings on the subject* On one occasion,